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MT Youth In Transntlon Confcrence

What to Expect...

MYT is a conference for youth with disa-
bilities, parents and families, educators

and service providers.

In the two days, there will be a Real

Life Fair with vendors representing ed-
ucation, independent living, recreation,
employment, and other supportive ser-

vices.

Presenters will include well known key-
notes as well as Montanans who have
themselves gone through the transition
process and can offer insight, guidance

and support.

A youth track will also be provided to

MY T 2011

start youth on their own individualized

transition journey.

For details and registration information:

www.montanayouthtransitions.org




KEYNOTE PRESENTER

As a child, LeDerick Horne believed he did not
have much of a future. But despite being classi-
fied as neurologically impaired in the third grade,
LeDerick has become a successful spoken word
poet, playwright, motivational speaker, entrepre-
neur, and advocate.

Using his gift for spoken word poetry as a teach-
ing tool, LeDerick has been recognized across the
country as a motivational speaker and advocate
for people with disabilities. After graduating with
honors from New Jersey City University in 2003
with a BA in Mathematics and a minor in Fine Art,
LeDerick released Rhyme Reason and

Song (2005), an album of his poetry set to music,
and he co-created and performed in New Street
Poets, a spoken word play addressing gentrifica-
tion’s affect on urban culture. The play was first staged in 2005 at the Tony Award winning
Crossroads Theater in New Brunswick, NJ. New Street Poets received great critical acclaim at
the New York City International Fringe Festival in 2007, and is currently touring throughout the
northeast.

BLACK AND BLUE

LeDerick has presented to groups from the students and faculty at Harvard University to the
youth and staff at correctional facilities. His message addresses increasing confidence, aca-
demic performance, self-determination, and self-advocacy by challenging conventional teach-
ing styles and asking his audience to look beyond negative labels.

LeDerick is currently the board chair of Project Eye-to-Eye (projecteyetoeye.org), a national
nonprofit which provides mentoring programs for students labeled LD/ADHD. He is also work-
ing on his second collection of poetry called Black and Blue which will be released in the spring
of 2011. He is collaborating with the writers of New Street Poets to develop a spoken word
play called Commencement which addresses the stereotypes that shape our education system.
LeDerick has facilitated workshops, delivered keynote presentations, and spoken to thousands
of students, teachers, and service providers about his experiences.
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